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Accelerated Reader is a reading programme that we use at Silver Tree Primary School and Nursery to monitor our 

pupils’ independent reading practice. Children in Year 3 to 6, who have passed the Phonics Screening Check, are able 

to access the Accelerated Reader programme. Pupils in Year 2 may be ready to start using the system after 

Christmas. 

 

How does Accelerated Reader work? 

Children using Accelerated Reader choose their own books, rather than having one assigned to them. This makes 

reading a much more enjoyable experience as they can choose books that are interesting to them. With the 

Accelerated Reader programme, pupils pick from a selection of books that are pitched to their individual reading 

level. When they finish a book, the pupils then take a short quiz on an iPad or a Kindle to check that they have 

understood what they have read.  

 

How much will my child read during the school day? 

According to research, children who read at least 20 minutes a day in school and 20 minutes a day at home with a 

90% comprehension rate (average percentage correct) on Accelerated Reader quizzes see the greatest gains. 

Therefore, your child will have 20 to 30 minutes set aside for reading during each school day.  Please replicate this at 

home at least three times per week too. 

 

How does the school determine my child’s reading level? 

Teachers determine your child’s reading level using the results from their STAR Reading™ tests and by using their 

best professional judgement based on their knowledge of your child. STAR Reading is a computerised reading 

assessment that uses computer-adaptive technology. Questions continually adjust to your child’s responses. If the 

child’s response to a question is right, the difficulty level of the next question is increased. If the child answers a 

question incorrectly, the difficulty level of the next question is reduced. We administer the test termly and it takes 

approximately 10 minutes. 

 

What is a Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD)? 

In independent literature-based reading, ZPD is the range of books that will challenge a child without causing 

frustration or loss of motivation. Your child will receive a ZPD range after taking a STAR Reading test or teachers can 

use their best professional judgement to determine a ZPD. It is important for children to read with a high degree of 

comprehension and within their ZPDs. ZPDs may be adjusted based on the needs of your child. 

 

How does my child progress onto the next Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD)? 

We have a whole school system for moving up through the ZPD points. Whenever a child achieves 100% on a 

Reading Practice Quiz, we keep a record of their achievement. Pupils then have to achieve three results of 100% 

before they are able to move up to the next ZPD decimal point level. 

 

What are Reading Practice Quizzes?  

The purpose of these quizzes is to determine whether your child has read a book, to measure your child’s literal 

comprehension of the book and to provide immediate feedback. Each Reading Practice Quiz consists of 3, 5, 10 or 20 

multiple-choice questions depending on book level and length. 

 

How does the points system on Accelerated Reader work? 

Every book that has an Accelerated Reader Reading Practice Quiz is given a point value. Points are calculated based 

on the difficulty and the length of the book, and children can earn points depending on how well they do on the 

Reading Practice Quiz. For quizzes with 3, 5 or 10 questions, a child needs to pass a quiz with a score of 60% or 

higher to earn points. For quizzes with 20 questions, a child needs a score of 70% or higher to earn points. 

 

If you have any further questions about how we use Accelerated Reader at Silver Tree Primary School and Nursery, 

please ask a member of staff who will be happy to help. 


