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What is Phonics?
• Phonics is a way of teaching children how to read and write.
• Children are taught to read by breaking words down into sounds or 

‘phonemes’. They are then taught how to blend these sounds together 
to read the whole word.
• At the same time, children are taught how to write the letters that 

match each sound. They are taught how to form every letter correctly.
• There are around 44 different sounds which are made using the 26 

letters of the alphabet.



How is Phonics taught?

• Children have daily, 30 
minute Phonics lessons.

• Pupils review and revisit 
sounds that they have 
already learnt at the start 
of every lesson.

• They practise their reading 
and writing skills daily.







Remember 
to use pure

sounds!



Digraphs: two letters, one sound

Trigraphs: three letters, one sound



What are tricky words?
Tricky words are words that do not follow the rules of Phonics. 
They can’t be sounded out; they must be learnt and practised.



What is the Year 1 Phonics Screening Check?

• The Phonics Screening Check is a 
quick and easy check of your 
child’s phonic knowledge. It helps 
us to confirm whether your child 
has made the expected progress.

• The check usually takes place in 
June. All Year 1 children across the 
country will take part in the check.



What will the check consist of?

• The check will consist of 
40 words and non-words.

• Children will be told if the 
word is a real or an ‘alien’ 
word, with a 
corresponding alien image.



How will the check be administered?

Teachers will conduct all of the screening 

checks with the children.

The children will complete the check one to 

one in a quiet area of the school.

We are not permitted to indicate to the 

children at the time whether they have read 

the word correctly.



What about the results?

We will inform you whether or not your child 

has met the expected standard.

If your child’s score falls below the expected 

national standard, they will receive additional 

phonics support. They will then re-take the 

Phonics Screening Check in Year 2.



What can you do at home to help?

1. Listen to your child reading at 
least 3 times a week. Ask questions to 
check that they understand the story.

2. Make a note in your child’s reading 
record whenever you listen to them.

3. Read and enjoy lots of stories 
together!



Does anyone have any questions…?



Useful links

Øhttps://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/upload
s/attachment_data/file/194057/phonics_check_leaflet_2013_.pdf

Øhttps://www.risingstars-uk.com/series/rising-stars-reading-planet/phonics-
guide/advice-for-parents

Øhttps://www.silvertreeprimary.co.uk/our-curriculum/reading-and-phonics/

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/194057/phonics_check_leaflet_2013_.pd
https://www.risingstars-uk.com/series/rising-stars-reading-planet/phonics-guide/advice-for-parents
https://www.risingstars-uk.com/series/rising-stars-reading-planet/phonics-guide/advice-for-parents
https://www.silvertreeprimary.co.uk/our-curriculum/reading-and-phonics/


Thank you!

If you need any more information, please do not hesitate 
to speak to a member of staff. We are here to help!

Reception class teachers: Miss Ray and Mrs Lewins

Year 1 class teacher: Mrs Hawdon

Year 2 class teacher: Mrs Cooper

English coordinator: Miss Jones

SENCO: Miss Ray


