
	
Year 3 English Medium Term Plan – Autumn 1 2021-22 

 

Half-term plan for topic Rock n’ Roll! 

Books to read to the class Stig of the Dump by Clive King 
My Book of Rocks and Minerals by Dr Devin Dennie 
 

Reading aims • To apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes (etymology and morphology) as listed in 
English Appendix 1 of the National Curriculum, both to read aloud and to understand the meaning of new words 
they meet 

• To read further exception words, noting the unusual correspondences between spelling and sound, and where 
these occur in the word.  

• To develop positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what they read by listening to and discussing a wide 
range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books or textbooks 

• To use dictionaries to check the meaning of words that they have read 
• To understand what they read, in books they can read independently, by checking that the text makes sense to 

them, discussing their understanding and explaining the meaning of words in context; asking questions to improve 
their understanding of a text; drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from 
their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence; predicting what might happen from details stated and implied 
and identifying main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph and summarising these 

• To retrieve and record information from non-fiction  
• To participate in discussion about both books that are read to them and those they can read for themselves, taking 

turns and listening to what others say. 

Writing outcomes • To plan their writing by discussing writing similar to that which they are planning to write in order to understand and 
learn from its structure, vocabulary and grammar and to record their ideas 

• To draft and write by composing and rehearsing sentences orally, progressively building a varied and rich 
vocabulary and an increasing range of sentence structures 

• To proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors  
• To develop their understanding of the vocabulary, grammar and punctuation concepts set out in English Appendix 

2 of the National Curriculum 
• To form lower-case and Capital letters in the correct direction, starting and finishing in the right place 
• to start using some of the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join letters 
• To apply spelling rules and guidance, as listed in English Appendix 1 of the National Curriculum 



	
	
	

 

Year 
group: 3 

Reading: decoding and 
comprehension 
These can be oral outcomes. 
They do not have to be written 

Writing: composition 
You should break down the writing 
process of longer pieces into stages, 
and include editing to improve the 
proofreading process 

Writing: grammar, 
vocabulary and punctuation 
Grammar can be taught either 
within reading/writing or as a 
stand-alone activity 

Writing transcription: spelling and 
handwriting  
Handwriting should be taught daily until 
correct letter formation is embedded. It 
should then be taught regularly to ensure 
accurate joining. Spelling is cumulative 
and needs to be taught daily 

Week 1 

(2 day week 
due to 
summer 
holidays 
and PD 
day) 

To discuss our enjoyment of 
a wide range of books N/A - 2 day week due to summer 

holidays and PD day 
N/A - 2 day week due to 
summer holidays and PD day) 

Handwriting: To form lower-case 
letters of the correct size relative to 
one another; to use spacing between 
words that reflects the size of the 
letters; to write capital letters and digits 
of the correct size, orientation and 
relationship to one another and to 
lower case letters; to start using some 
of the diagonal and horizontal strokes 
needed to join letters; to begin to 
understand which letters, when 
adjacent to one another, are best left 
unjoined 
 

Week 2 To make inferences about 
Stig of the Dump by Clive 
King based on the front cover 
 

To generate ideas for and plan an 
advertisement for a Stone Age 
tool 

To revise the use of basic 
punctuation (capital letters, full 
stops, exclamation marks and 
question marks)  

To identify sentences with 
different forms: statement, 
question, exclamation or 
command 

Handwriting: as above 

Spelling: *Words containing ‘nk’ 

** The /j/ sound spelt -dge, -ge and -g 

*** The /i/ sound spelt ‘y’ 
 

Week 3 To sequence and summarise 
the key events in the short 
film Gus 

Hot write: To write an 
advertisement for a Stone Age 
tool 
 

To be able to write 
expanded noun phrases to 
describe and specify  

 

Handwriting: as above 
 



	
	
	

 

	

Hot write improvement task Spelling: *Words containing ff, ss, ll, zz 
and ck 
** The /s/ sound spelt /c/ before I, e 
and y 
*** The /u/ sound spelt ‘ou’ 
 

Week 4 To use dictionaries to check 
the meaning of new 
vocabulary encountered in 
Stig of the Dump by Clive 
King 

To generate ideas for and plan a 
caveman/woman’s diary entry 

To use conjunctions for 
subordination and co-
ordination 

Handwriting: as above 
 
Spelling: * The /v/ sound spelt -ve at 
the end of words 
** The /n/ sound spelt ‘kn’ 
*** Words ending in -sure 

Week 5 To study a key image, ask 
relevant questions about it 
and predict what might 
happen next 

 

Hot write: Cave man/ woman 
diary entry 
 
Hot write improvement task 

To understand what is meant 
by past and present test and to 
choose the correct tense when 
writing 
 
To use the progressive form of 
verbs in the past and present 
tense 

Handwriting: as above 
 
Spelling: *The /ch/ sound spelt -tch 
** The /r/ sound spelt ‘wr’ at the 
beginning of words 
*** Words ending in -ture 

Week 6 To answer retrieval questions 
based on a non-fiction text 

To plan a newspaper report on 
the discovery of Skara Brae 

To use prepositions to express 
time, place and cause 

Handwriting: as above 
 



	
	
	

 

Topic related non-fiction texts 
accessible at Literacy Shed 
Plus > Comprehension Plus   

SEND – Phonically 
decodable text 

* Stage 1> Inventions> The 
Wheel 

** Stage 3 > The Stone Age > 
Stone Houses 

*** Stage 3 > The Stone Age 
> Skara Brae 

Spelling: *To add -ing to words where 
no change is needed to the root word 
** The /l/ sound spelt -le at the end of 
words 
*** Words ending in -sion 

Week 7 To predict what might happen 
next in Stig of the Dump by 
Clive King 

Hot write: Skara Brae Newspaper 
Report 

To begin to understand and 
write direct speech 

Handwriting: as above 
Spelling: *To add -er to words where 
no change is needed to the root word 
** The /l/ sound spelt -el after the 
letters m, s, r, n, v and w 
*** Words with the /k/ sound spelt ‘ch’ 

Week 8 To read the poem If I’d Been 
Born a Caveman by Myles 
McLeod, express their views 
about it and discuss their 
favourite words and phrases 

To write a diamante poem based 
on the subject of cave men and 
women 

To correctly use apostrophes 
for contraction 

Handwriting: as above 
Spelling: */** Common exception 
words 
*** Year 3/4 spelling list words 

 


