Newsletter
Friday 13th November 2020
Dear Parents and Carers
The run up to Christmas will be extremely busy in school so make sure you follow us on Facebook to see
all the exciting things the children will be doing.

Unfortunately, we cannot offer our usual Christmas Fair this year. However, the staff are working hard to come up
with a 'mini fair' that the children can still access in school. We will be sending more details about this soon,
including two non-uniform days in exchange for tombola prize donations (if you are able to donate).
If in the meantime if you work for a company who might like to kindly donate a raffle prize, we would be thrilled to
receive them.
All funds raised at the fair will be used for much needed new reading books, buses for school trips and other
exciting classroom visitors and fun for the children. Many thanks
ATTENDANCE OF SIBLINGS WHEN SELF-ISOLATING
We understand that many children from the Ushaw Moor childcare have needed to self-isolate and this has
caused real difficulties for many of you who can't carry out the school run. As a parent myself, I totally understand
how hard this can be and staff in school have also had the same problem with their own children's schools.
Back in July and September, I wrote to you to and explained that schools would be opening. Government
guidelines are very strict and say that any siblings of children asked to isolate (who are not showing symptoms),
MUST still attend school.
I must urge you to have a plan in place should this happen to your child. The law states that children MUST attend
and the council attendance team will issue penalties for unauthorised absences. Remember that Government
guidelines do state that you can nominate one other household to have an informal childcare arrangement.
To try and help (from Monday), we are happy for you to bring isolated children to school (provided they remain in
the car) and send your children up the school drive where Mrs Nicholson will escort them into school. We can
then do the same at hometime. If you would like this service you MUST call school to arrange this as their time
slot will need to move to 9am-3.10pm
Farewell to Mr Pickup
Mr Pickup has been a temporary teacher at our
school for Year 5 and Year 3 but unfortunately his
time with us comes to an end at Christmas.
We would like to thank Mr Pickup for his valued
contribution to Silver Tree Primary School and we
wish him all the very best with his new venture,
whatever that may be!
Home Learning
If you have to isolate and remain at home you
need to access our home learning. You can do this
through our class pages on our website
silvertreeprimary.co.uk
The password to access this is on your child’s class
page on Facebook. Thank you

Hello to our new member of staff for Year 3
Hello, everyone! My name is Miss Jones
and I can’t wait to join the Silver Tree
family in January. In my role as English
coordinator, I am excited about building
on the fantastic progress you have made
in reading as a school. I am also an
experienced outdoor learning leader and I
love nothing more than taking my lessons
outside, so I am really looking forward to
exploring your forest areas with my new
class. Please say hello when you see me around school; I
can’t wait to meet you all!

A huge thank you to Mrs Walker’s team
who have made the most amazing Pudsey
Bear biscuits for the children.
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Over the last few weeks Nursery have become so
independent in everything that they do. Their
knowledge, listening and understanding particularly in
PE has greatly improvement. This half term we are
focussing on multiskills and fundamental movements
such as: throwing, catching, moving around safely,
moving out of the way of obstacles and working in a
team! Well done Nursery.

We are so pleased that our school was represented at
the Remembrance today at St Luke's Church. Even
though we could not be there, our poppy wreath was
laid on our behalf by members of the church and we
are so grateful for that. The Year 6 poems and picture
of some of their decorated pebbles are also now
displayed in the church. Many thanks to St Luke's.
Mrs Kidd

Another fantastic time in Year 2! They have been using
D.T, Science and Maths skills to design, build and test
our balloon powered cars. In Forest schools, they have
been making bonfire collages which were just in time
for Bonfire Night. Everyone has all worked like busy
bees but special congratulations go to Darrell who was
our star of the week for writing a brilliant Firework
Safety Code.

Y2 have been retelling the
story of Lost in the Toy
Museum through role play.
We worked in small groups
and each took on the role
of a character. Each group
showed the main parts in
the story including; lining
up for the register and
exercises, hiding from
Bunting, Bunting searching
in a boat for the toys,
jumping out and shouting,
‘SURPRISE!’ then jumping
back on the shelf and becoming still again!

Year 6 added their pebbles to our beautiful Remembrance Day
area. Look out for it as you arrive in school next week.

We are hoping to build on this idea and create a remembrance
garden in school over the coming months

We have a vacancy in our school kitchen. Please see link below for further details. The school office
will also direct you to this website. Applications can be emailed or handed into the office. Thank you
https://www.northeastjobs.org.uk/job/Assistant_Cook/201837

Parent Governor Vacancy

12th November 2020

There is an immediate vacancy for a Parent Governor.

All parents other than those employed at the school for more than 500 hours per year or who are elected members of the
Local Authority (LA) are eligible to stand for election. This includes:



Parents of children attending nursery either full-time or part-time



Any person who is not the natural parent but has parental responsibility for or who has care of a pupil registered at
the school (Education Act 1996, Section 576).

If you are interested in becoming a Governor please contact the school for a nomination form.

The completed and duly signed nomination form should be returned to school by 19th November 2020.

Where the number of nominations is equal to, or fewer than, the places available no ballot will be necessary. Any remaining
vacancies will be appointed by our Governing Body.

Should a ballot be required each parent will be sent a voting form.

Where the process has been finalised school will inform the parent body via our newsletter/website/Facebook. School and
Governor Support Service will write formally to all nominees confirming the outcome of the ballot.

Term Dates
Term
Christmas Holidays 2020
February Half Term 2021
Easter Holidays 2021
May Bank Holiday 2021
May Half Term 2021
Summer Holidays 2021

School Closes
th

Friday 18 December 2020
Friday 12th February 2021
Friday 26th March 2021
Friday 30th April 2021
Wednesday 26th May 2021
Monday 19th July 2021

School Re-opens
th

Tuesday 5 January 2021
Monday 22nd February 2021
Monday 12th April 2021
Tuesday 4th May 2021
Monday 7thJune 2021
Thursday 2nd September 2021

Thank you for your continued support, Mrs Maughan, Head Teacher
www.silvertreeprimary.co.uk – 0191 3730622

