
 

English Medium-Term Plan – Autumn 2 
 

Half-term plan for topic/book Roots and Shoots 

Book to read to the class The Boy Who Grew Dragons 

Reading aims I can attempt pronunciation of unfamiliar words drawing on prior knowledge of similar looking words 

I can predict what might happen based on the details I have read 

I can read silently for short periods of time 

I can use non-fiction texts to retrieve information 

I can read books that are structured in different ways 

Writing outcomes I can use the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to join letters 

I understand which letters should be left unjoined 

I can use heading and subheading to aid presentation 

I can produce non-narrative writing using simple organizational devices such as heading and subheadings 

I can use pronouns to avoid repetition 

I can express time, place and cause by using conjunctions 

I can spell family words correctly 

I can spell words with the /ai/ sound 

Year group: 
3 

Reading: decoding and 
comprehension 

These can be oral outcomes. They do 
not have to be written 

Writing: composition 

You should break down the writing process of longer 
pieces into stages, and include editing to improve the 
proofreading process 

Writing: grammar, vocabulary 
and punctuation 

Grammar can be taught either within 
reading/writing or as a stand-alone activity 

Writing transcription: spelling and 
handwriting Handwriting should be taught 

daily until correct letter formation is 
embedded. It should then be taught regularly 
to ensure accurate joining. Spelling is 
cumulative and needs to be taught daily 

Week 1 PEE skills 

Looking for key evidence to 
support an idea. 

What is a character doing/feeling? 
How do you know? How can you 
prove it? 

Cold Write - instructions Recognising word types 

Pupils to complete “word hunt”, 
identifying nouns, verbs and adjectives 

How do we tell them apart? 

Spellings taken from 3-4 class list and 
from related sets of spelling rules. 

Handwriting to focus on correct letter 
formation and size, letters resting on the 
line and beginning to use the correct 
flicks for joins 

Week 2 
Predictions from book images 
 

Instructions – clarity Chronological order for informational Spellings taken from 3-4 class list and 



 
 
 

 

 

Using PEE skills and inference, 
pupils to make reasonable 
predictions about the class novel. 
 
Focus on extending 
understanding of prediction over 
guessing 

Instructions – order 

 

Instructions – presentational features 

texts. 

Pupils to explore use of vocabulary to 
support chronology in set of instructions 

from related sets of spelling rules. 

Handwriting to focus on correct letter 
formation and size, letters resting on the 
line and beginning to use the correct 
flicks for joins 

Week 3 Comprehension exercise Hot Write – How to Grow your own Dragon Recognising noun types 

Pupils to complete “word hunt”, 
identifying different types of nouns 

Spellings taken from 3-4 class list and 
from related sets of spelling rules. 

Handwriting to focus on correct letter 
formation and size, letters resting on the 
line and beginning to use the correct 
flicks for joins 

Week 4 Summary, retrieval, prediction. 

Taking an extract from the novel, 
pupils to develop PEE skills to use 
clear, concise evidence 

Cold Write – diary entry Clauses (main and subordinate) Spellings taken from 3-4 class list and 
from related sets of spelling rules. 

Handwriting to focus on correct letter 
formation and size, letters resting on the 
line and beginning to use the correct 
flicks for joins 

Week 5 Introducing inference 

Where can we find evidence of 
character feeling and motivation if 
it isn’t expressly stated? 

Diary – tone and format 

Identify key features, similarities and differences 
to letter writing 

Prefixes and suffixes Spellings taken from 3-4 class list and 
from related sets of spelling rules. 

Handwriting to focus on correct letter 
formation and size, letters resting on the 
line and beginning to use the correct 
flicks for joins 

Week 6 Developing inference skills Hot Write – diary entry Tenses Spellings taken from 3-4 class list and 
from related sets of spelling rules. 

Handwriting to focus on correct letter 
formation and size, letters resting on the 
line and beginning to use the correct 
flicks for joins 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


