
 

English Medium-Term Plan – Autumn 1 
 

Half-term plan for topic/book Rock ‘n’ Roll 

Book to read to the class Stig of the Dump 

Reading aims I can read age-appropriate texts at a speed where I can focus on the understanding of what I am reading 

I can identify the main point of a text 

I can discuss the texts that I read 

I can explain how non-fiction books are structured in different ways 

I can describe some of the different types of fiction books 

Writing outcomes I can use the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to join letters 

I understand which letters should be left unjoined 

I can compose sentences, orally at first, using a wider range of structures and increasing vocabulary 

I can use ‘a’ or ‘an’ according to if the next letter is a consonant or a vowel. 

I can use the apostrophe for plural possession 

I am beginning to use a dictionary to check spellings 

I can use the possessive apostrophe with regular plural words 

Year group: 
3 

Reading: decoding and 
comprehension 

These can be oral outcomes. They do 
not have to be written 

Writing: composition 

You should break down the writing process of longer 
pieces into stages, and include editing to improve the 
proofreading process 

Writing: grammar, vocabulary 
and punctuation 

Grammar can be taught either within 
reading/writing or as a stand-alone activity 

Writing transcription: spelling and 
handwriting Handwriting should be taught 

daily until correct letter formation is 
embedded. It should then be taught regularly 
to ensure accurate joining. Spelling is 
cumulative and needs to be taught daily 

Week 1 Retrieval 

Pupils to complete comprehension 
exercise around “Fossils”. 

Main learning objective is to find 
key information from the text using 
close reading and scanning. 

Descriptive sentences for topic linked image. 

Focus on describing a character 

Time adverbials to support chronology 
for recount 

Spellings taken from 3-4 class list and 
from related sets of spelling rules. 

Handwriting to focus on correct letter 
formation and size, letters resting on the 
line and beginning to use the correct 
flicks for joins 

Week 2 
Summarising 
 
Pupils to discuss events of 
chapter 1 Stig of the Dump and 

Descriptive sentences for topic linked image. 

Focus on describing a setting 

Contractions 

 

Spellings taken from 3-4 class list and 
from related sets of spelling rules. 

Handwriting to focus on correct letter 



 
 
 

 

 

complete retrieval and summary 
questions. 

Shouldn’t, wouldn’t, you’re etc 

Looking for consistency in recognizing 
which letter to replace 

formation and size, letters resting on the 
line and beginning to use the correct 
flicks for joins 

Week 3 Dictionary skills 

Pupils to use dictionaries to check 
definitions of topic specific 
vocabulary. 

Close reading of definitions 
required to ensure correct 
meaning is taken. 

Cold Write - Story A or an 

Can pupils hear where each should go? 

Where can we not rely on the spelling 
of the following word? 

Spellings taken from 3-4 class list and 
from related sets of spelling rules. 

Handwriting to focus on correct letter 
formation and size, letters resting on the 
line and beginning to use the correct 
flicks for joins 

Week 4 Comprehension and justifying 

Pupils to look for evidence in story 
extract of character feelings.  

Character description 

Role on the wall 

 

 

Use of adjectives to support character 
description 

Spellings taken from 3-4 class list and 
from related sets of spelling rules. 

Handwriting to focus on correct letter 
formation and size, letters resting on the 
line and beginning to use the correct 
flicks for joins 

Week 5 Lesson 1 – short story 

Pupils to complete retrieval, 
summary and prediction questions 
based on a short story linked to 
Stig of the Dump. 

Lesson 2 – picture PEE skills 

Objective to explore the concept 
of Point, Evidence, Explain 
through image work. 

Pupils given an image linked to 
class novel. What can they see? 
What can they suggest is 
happening? Focus on distinction 
between guess work and 
evidence. 

Story development 

Story mountain to develop clear Opening, Build 
up, Dilemma, Resolution, Ending 

Suffix “ly” 

Recognizing where to consistently 
replace letters or add suffix to 
unchanged word. 

Spellings taken from 3-4 class list and 
from related sets of spelling rules. 

Handwriting to focus on correct letter 
formation and size, letters resting on the 
line and beginning to use the correct 
flicks for joins 

Week 6 
PEE 
 

Pupils to discuss events of 
chapter 2 Stig of the Dump and 

Hot Write - Story Time adverbials to support chronology 
for short story 

Spellings taken from 3-4 class list and 
from related sets of spelling rules. 

Handwriting to focus on correct letter 
formation and size, letters resting on the 



 
 
 

 

 

complete questions with clear 
evidence to support answers. 

line and beginning to use the correct 
flicks for joins 

Week 7 Picture PEE skills 

Objective to continue the concept 
of Point, Evidence, Explain 
through image work. 

Pupils given an image linked to 
topic. What can they see? What 
can they suggest is happening? 
Can we now make appropriate 
predictions about what might 
happen next? 

Editing and improvements for story based on 
feedback 

Homophones 

Recognizing by sight the different 
spellings 

Spellings taken from 3-4 class list and 
from related sets of spelling rules. 

Handwriting to focus on correct letter 
formation and size, letters resting on the 
line and beginning to use the correct 
flicks for joins 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


