
 Silver Tree Primary School 

Medium Term Plan- Summer 1 

Reception 2018 

Growth and Living 

 
 Week 1 

16.4.18 

 

Week 2 

23.4.18 

Jack and the 

beanstalk 

Week 3 

30.4.18 

Living eggs arrive 

for 2 weeks 

Week 4 

7.5.18 

A Tiny Seed  

(Eric Carle) 

Week 5 

14.5.18 

The Hungry 

Caterpillar 

Week 6 

21.5.18 

The Teeny Weeny 

Tadpole. 

PSED  New topic, sharing 

with each other in 

class discussion 

what children did 

in the half term 

holidays. 

Discuss new 

classroom areas- 

inc Role Play 

garden centre. 

-Encourage the 

children to think 

about how their 

actions affect 

others.  

-How did Jack’s 

actions affect the 

giant and vice 

versa 

Talk about the 

importance of 

looking about 

living things. 

 

Make new area 

designated for the 

Living eggs. 

-Encourage 

children to think 

about which 

resources they will 

need to make their 

flower pictures. 

Are they confident 

enough to find 

their own? 

How was the 

hungry caterpillar 

feeling? 

-Encourage 

children to talk to 

the rest of class 

about the things 

they noticed about 

the tadpoles. 

-Encourage 

children to become 

increasingly 

independent when 

they need things in 

the classroom e.g. 

scissors from the 

creative area etc. 

CL  Talk about 

holidays – news 

 

New Topic- what 

do you know 

about living 

things? 

 

What would you 

like to learn 

about? 

 

 

-Encourage 

children to use 

Jack and 

Beanstalk role 

play area. 

Encourage use of 

story language. 

-Read a variety of 

other traditional 

tales e.g. 

Cinderella, 3 little 

pigs etc 

How do we look 

after living things? 

 

Share ideas on 

what we will have 

to do to care for 

the chicks. 

-Prompt children 

to ask questions 

(what, how etc) 

about the story of 

the small seed.  

-Show children the 

seeds planted in 

the previous week. 

Encourage them to 

ask ‘why’ 

questions as to 

what are 

happening while 

the seed is in the 

Talk about the 

book in depth – 

main characters, 

beginning, middle 

and end. 

 

Play- the hungry 

caterpillar ate…. 

Game. 

Memory game 

encouraging 

children to think of 

something the 

caterpillar may 

-Read a variety of 

stories about 

frogs, tadpoles and 

other such pond 

water creatures.  

-Encourage the 

children to respond 

with their own 

comments and 

questions about 

the stories 

  



compost. have eaten next. 

PD  Negotiating space 

successfully 

Ball skills – tennis 

(Fine motor – 

writing throughout 

week, spider web 

threading, making 

worms with pipe 

cleaners, by 

wrapping them 

around a stick, 

bugs in the play 

dough area. – 

Ball skills – tennis 

using rackets and 

learning how to 

throw properly.  

(Fine motor – 

writing throughout 

week – play dough 

in malleable area) 

Explore new 

equipment- play 

penalty shoot out 

in new goal. 

 

Throwing and 

catching of balls 

and bean bags. 

 

Aim for hoop- 

different numbers 

to create diff levels 

of difficulty.  

Ball skills – tennis 

using rackets and 

learning how to 

throw properly.  

(Fine motor – 

writing throughout 

week – play dough 

in malleable area) 

Bikes and scooters 

outdoors  

-Play chase games 

on playground 

where children 

pretend to be 

frogs/tadpoles etc.  

- 

Encourage children 

to move like the 

various creatures 

that live in a pond. 

Literacy  News writing – 

what I did in the 

Easter holidays. 

 

 

What would you 

like to learn about 

this topic? 

  

-Retell story of 

Jack and 

Beanstalk. Use 

familiar words and 

pictures.   

 

-Write a recount of 

the story of Jack 

and the Beanstalk. 

Life cycle of a 

chick. 

 

Create handbook 

on how to care for 

our chicks. 

 

Name labels for 

each chick. 

-Children to write 

the journey of a 

seed. 

-Write on seed 

shaped paper what 

a seed looks like, 

feels like, smells 

like etc. use these 

petals to add to a 

large flower on the 

display board. 

-Send a food diary 

home and ask 

children to write 

what they eat 

during the week.  

-Write about our 

favourite foods. 

 

Read story of the 

very hungry 

caterpillar. 

Talk about stories 

beginning, middle 

and end. 

Write a short 

sentence which 

describes the 

beginning, middle 

and end and join 

the caterpillar 

together. 

-Label a life cycle 

of a tadpole.  

-Write sentences to 

explain the life 

cycle. 



 

Mathematics  Using money role 

play– adding 

together and 

learning about 

change 

Sunflower 

measuring 

Length, height and 

weight. 

Measure short 

periods of time in 

simple ways- how 

many star jumps 

can you do in one 

minute? 

Sand time, stop 

watch, clocks and 

watches. 

Sunflower plant 

diary – over 5 

weeks explaining 

the planting and 

growth of beans 

also comparing 

lengths and widths 

Sequence the days 

of the Week 

Make symmetrical 

butterflies, 

ladybirds etc. 

Positional 

language- first, 

second, third etc 

Using money role 

play– adding 

together and 

learning about 

change 

 

UTW  Learning about the 

topic for this term. 

Looking at the 

PowerPoint and 

interactive game 

to find out about 

growth and living 

things.  

 

Encourage children 

to go into nature 

area and explore 

other plants.  

(Remind children 

of health and 

safety – not 

touching berries/ 

nettles etc.) 

Explore the habitat 

that chicks live 

and breed in. 

 

What is it like? 

What do they eat? 

 

Look closely at 

similarities, 

differences, 

patterns and 

change.   Make 

observations of 

animals and 

plants. 

Encourage children 

to go into nature 

area and explore 

other plants.  

(Remind children 

of health and 

safety – not 

touching berries/ 

nettles etc.) 

-Encourage 

children to check 

their bug hotels. 

-Encourage the 

children to find 

various natural 

materials e.g. 

leaves for the 

hotel.  

How can you 

improve the 

visitors you are 

receiving? More 

food? 

-Investigate 

tadpoles over time. 

-Photograph and 

film the tadpoles 

over time to record 

change. 

EAD  Flower collage and 

pictures to go up 

in the Garden 

Centre area. 

-Paint and add 

glitter to make 

‘magic beans’  

then place in sand 

to sieve. 

-Make flowers 

using tissue paper 

and pipe cleaners, 

also threading and 

sewing 

Observational 

drawings of chicks. 

-Listen to Vivaldi’s 

Spring from the 4 

season.  

-Encourage 

children to make 

up their own 

composition using 

percussion 

instruments to 

represent a seed 

growing into a 

-Each child 

paint/glue/stick 

their own circle in 

green to create the 

caterpillar’s body. 

-Stick the circles 

together to create 

the body. 

 

Link to maths- 

shapes 

-Children to make 

their own little 

frogs using a range 

of different media.  

-Sing a variety of 

different songs 

about frogs and 

tadpoles. 



flower 

-Make flowers 

using tissue paper 

and pipe cleaners 

 


