
Year 4 Spring Term Newsletter  

Spellings and Times Tables!  
As we will be swimming on a Friday morning, spelling and times tables tests will now be completed on a Monday. 
Spelling lists and tables will continue to be sent home every Monday but they will be tested the following Monday. It 
is important that the children learn their spellings and tables on a weekly basis as they are key expectations for      
Year 4.  

PE 
PE lessons will take place every Wednesday and children are expected to join in these lessons and have the 
correct PE kit to allow them to do so. Please ensure your child has their PE kit in school for the coming half term. 
There were a number of children last half term without a kit and therefore unable to join in fully in lessons. Let-
ters will be sent home for those children who repeatedly forget their kit.  

Maths   
This half term we will build on the maths skills from the first half 
term in Year 4. We will be learning to:  
 Recall our times tables facts to 12 x12  
 Identify factor pairs  
 Multiply three numbers  
 Multiply 2 and 3 digit numbers by 1 digit numbers  
 Divide 2 and 3 digit numbers by 1 digit numbers  
 Calculate the area of a shape  
 Identify fractions of a shape and an amount  
 Find equivalent fractions  
 Count up and down in hundredths and tenths  
 Add and subtract fractions  
 Recognise decimal equivalents 
 Divide 1 and 2 digit numbers by 10 and 100 
 Solve problems linked to these skills  

Science   
Science is the main focus of our new topic. Over the    
coming half term, the children will learn about light, shad-
ows, sound and electricity. They will develop their      

investigation skills and become scientists as they test 
their ideas and aim to prove if they are correct. Mrs 
Kidd and Mrs Harvey will share the Science topic this 
half term.  

RE  
Through our RE lessons, the children will be learning about what 
Christians believe about Jesus. The children will be developing the 
skills to extend their answers inline with their English work.  

Music 
The children will explore how sounds can be made and begin to com-
pose their own pieces of music. The children will be linking their work 
in Science based on sound to their music work.  

 
 
 

A new grid linked to our topic ‘From out of the shadows…’ has 
been sent home. A reminder that the children are asked to com-
plete one task per week but are free to complete more if they 
choose. If the children want to repeat a task, for example, making 
a game and then making a different version of the game the fol-
lowing week, that is fine and they will be rewarded merits for both 
games.  A reminder that homework is due every Thursday and 
will be shared with the class as part of our routine that morning.  

Swimming  
Every Friday, we will be swimming at Freeman’s Quay in Durham. It 
is essential that the children join in these lessons, I understand that 
some children feel nervous when swimming but please be assured 
that myself and the swimming coach will support them to develop 
their confidence. Please ensure your child has the correct swimming 
kit which is specified in your letter by Durham County Council and 
must be followed. If your child forgets their kit, they will spend the 
morning completing work in another class as 
they are unable to sit on the poolside.  

From out of the shadows! 
We will be reading ‘The Firework Maker’s Daughter’ by Philip Pullman to begin our work in English this half term. The 
novel include themes of shadows, light and dark which link to our Science topic. It also includes important messages 
about listening, teamwork and never giving up.  
 Our English lessons will focus on writing a poem about light, a narrative based on the title of ‘From out of the  
           shadows’ and an explanation text linked directly to our science lessons.  
 We will focus on conjunctions, tenses and increasing the amount of punctuation used by all children.  
 Handwriting will continue to be a focus for the children and we will be thinking about how we form and join our         
          letters as well as developing a sense of pride in the way our work looks in our books.  

I hope you have had a peaceful and restful Christmas. I would l ike to take this opportunity to wish 
you all a Happy New Year and wish you well for 2019.  

As we begin a new year, i t is important to remember that our learning wil l build on our work from 
before Christmas and the children need to be ready for this challenge!  

http://www.sheringhamprimaryschool.com/homework/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Firework-Makers-Daughter-Philip-Pullman/dp/0440866405
http://www.dinting.derbyshire.sch.uk/the-children/spellings-for-2016-2017.html
https://www.cnet.com/pictures/led-101-your-cheat-sheet-for-the-light-bulb-aisle/
https://www.bksv.com/en/Applications/product-noise/sound-quality
http://www.fulbridgeacademy.co.uk/21-times-tables-to-learn/
https://www.shutterstock.com/search/cartoon+swimming+pool
http://northgate.northants.sch.uk/course/physical-education/

