
 

English Medium-Term Plan – Autumn 2 (second half)  
 

Half-term plan for topic/book English – The Spirit of Christmas   

Book to read to the class Joy to the world – Christmas stories from around the world     

Reading aims These include: to identify themes with our novel; make links between our traditions and the traditions of other countries. To use evidence 
in a story which can be used to support comprehension and also to provide ideas for writing. To identify language to persuade and to 
identify descriptive words and phrases  

Writing outcomes These include: writing to share an opinion; writing for a given audience; writing to ensure clarity. Focused on basic punctuation and 
presentation towards ARE y4  

Year group: 
Four  

Reading: decoding and 
comprehension 

These can be oral outcomes. They do 
not have to be written 

Writing: composition 

You should break down the writing process of longer 
pieces into stages, and include editing to improve the 
proofreading process 

Writing: grammar, vocabulary 
and punctuation 

Grammar can be taught either within 
reading/writing or as a stand-alone activity 

Writing transcription: spelling and 
handwriting Handwriting should be taught 

daily until correct letter formation is 
embedded. It should then be taught regularly 
to ensure accurate joining. Spelling is 
cumulative and needs to be taught daily 

The Spirit of Christmas   

Week 4  To identify the features of a poem  

To read a poem and identify key 
vocabulary  

To use evidence from the poem to 
answer questions to show a clear 
understanding  

Children are able to recall the features of a 
poem  

Read examples of poems which create imagery  

Children to draw images based on the 
description given in the poem  

Explore sentence structure in poems and how 
they can alter for impact  

To write a poem which creates imagery for the 
reader  

To perform a poem in front of an audience  

Adjectives – using powerful vocabulary 
to describe  

To use vocabulary which creates 
imagery for the reader  

To show use of punctation for effect in 
writing  

 

Focus on letters resting on the lines 
(following order from handwriting 
scheme)  

Use of flicks for joins - Correct letter 
formations  

Adding the suffix sure to root words    

Week 5 & 6  To identify traditions from a text  

To explain comparisons between 
traditions using evidence from 
reading and own experiences  

To use a dictionary to define the 
meaning of unknown words 

‘The Little Brave Camel’  

Children will write a missing chapter in the style 
of the story  

Identify the main features of the story – research 
information about the traditions of the focus 
country (Syria) which could influence the 
prediction made  

FANBOYS – review meaning  

Use conjunctions to join isolated ideas 
and sentences  

Shared writing to use conjunctions to 
join and extend ideas  

Punctuation – use of commas – link to 
fronted adverbial and clauses – can 

Focus on letters resting on the lines 
(following order from handwriting 
scheme)  

Use of flicks for joins - Correct letter 
formations  

Spelling rule – Suffix – adding the suffix 
ture to root words   



 
 
 

 

 

Explore how to link missing chapter to flow 
directly with the original story  

Description of setting and characters – building 
up clear sentences to have impact in our writing  

children show accurate use in writing  Year 3- and 4-word list review (results to 
be sent home) 

Week 7 & 8  Define traditional vocabulary used 
in the story – why have these 
words been used? Which words 
would we use today? 

Look up any unknown words in 
the dictionary  

Develop use of evidence to justify 
answers to questions  

‘Flowers for Jesus’ linked to the traditions of 
Mexico  

Explore and research the traditions of Mexico 
linked to Christmas  

Children to research facts about Christmas 
traditions in Mexico linked to the flower in the 
story 

Create an information leaflet to explore the 
traditions of Mexico  

Create dialogue between two characters in the 
books – use app if available to show the flow of 
the conversation  

Inverted commas – rules for 
punctuating dialogue  

How do we know where and when to 
use inverted commas?  

Focus on accurate application of rules 
to ensure accurate punctation  

To develop words to use other than 
‘said’ to avoid repetition in writing  

To identify vocabulary used to create 
an image and use the image to draw a 
picture – can children include the key 
details int heir drawing?  

Focus on letters resting on the lines 
(following order from handwriting 
scheme)  

Use of flicks for joins - Correct letter 
formations  

Year 3- and 4-word list review (results to 
be sent home) 

  
 

 

Week Speaking and Listening Drama 

Week 4 & 5  Why is Christmas important to us? Discuss true and false statements – 
children to share thoughts – review how the discussion went 

Listen to tracks – can children match pictures to voices – why do they 
think they match? Rehearse with pitch and intonation 
 

Week 6 & 7   Look at image of Christmas traditions – decide three most important 
things about image – three questions to ask? Class vote most 
important questions – use questions to prompt discussion 

Children to work in groups taking on the persona of the different 
characters and discuss why they invaded and why they have a right to 
stay – perform to the class 

 
 
 


