
 

English Medium-Term Plan – Autumn 1     
 

Half-term plan for topic/book English – Under Attack   

Book to read to the class Wanted – Kate Thompson    

Reading aims These include: to identify themes with our novel; make links between historical and modern-day vocabulary. To identify evidence in a 
story which can be used to support comprehension and also to provide ideas for writing. To identify language to persuade and to identify 
descriptive words and phrases  

Writing outcomes These include: writing to share an opinion; writing for a given audience; writing to ensure clarity. Focused on basic punctuation and 
presentation towards ARE y4  

Year group: 
Four  

Reading: decoding and 
comprehension 

These can be oral outcomes. They do 
not have to be written 

Writing: composition 

You should break down the writing process of longer 
pieces into stages, and include editing to improve the 
proofreading process 

Writing: grammar, vocabulary 
and punctuation 

Grammar can be taught either within 
reading/writing or as a stand-alone activity 

Writing transcription: spelling and 
handwriting Handwriting should be taught 

daily until correct letter formation is 
embedded. It should then be taught regularly 
to ensure accurate joining. Spelling is 
cumulative and needs to be taught daily 

Week 1  

(follows on 
from previous 
week 
developing 
vocabulary as 
a class linked 
to poetry)  

 

 

 

To read with expression  

To identify the features of poems  

To find examples of given features 
in a poem and explain what they 
mean based on clues in the text   

To use evidence from the text to 
support answers  

Continued from previous week   

Explore a model text – can children identify the 
features of a poem? Can we compare different 
examples of different poems? Can children 
explain how images are created and vocabulary 
developed in the poems which we read?   

Explore verbs used and the purpose 

Explore organisation of ideas in different verses 
– how will we set out our writing to organise the 
thoughts clearly to track the journey of a boat at 
sea set to invade   

Write a class poem as a form of modelled and 
shared writing to generate and link ideas 
together   

Tense – children to be aware of the 
tense which model texts are written in  

Children are able to identify when a text 
changes and if this is an error or 
intentional  

Children are able to decide which tense 
their poem should be written in and 
maintain that tense throughout their 
writing  

Can children change verbs based on 
the tense that they need to be used in?  

Focus on letters resting on the lines 

Use of flicks for joins  

Correct letter formations  

Spelling rule – Adding suffixes beginning 
with vowels to root words  

Children are able identify and spell the 
root word  

Children are able to identity the suffix 
which has been added and if this alters 
the spelling of the root word   

 

Week 2 & 3  
To define vocabulary linked to the 
Roman times  
 
To ask questions to aid 
understanding  
To answer questions using 
examples from the text to support 
views  

Cold task – children to have an image of a 
Roman Character – can they write a short story 
to bring him to life?  

Explore features of a story – think about the 
different elements which make up a story – 
explore each element as a whole class and use 

Types of nouns and verbs  

Nouns – can children name the 
different types of noun?  

Explore the different types of noun – 
can children give examples? Can they 
identify them in a text? Can they use 

Focus on letters resting on the lines 

Use of flicks for joins - Correct letter 
formations  

Spelling rule – Words with ‘i’ spelt as y 
and ‘u’ spelt ou  

Can children identify words which follow 



 
 
 

 

 

To gather clues from the text 
which can be used to inform 
writing and plot decisions  

to inform planning of independent writing  

Use of DADWAVERS to develop a story and 
descriptive elements which are needed   

Develop vocabulary linked to description  

Give LA format to aid writing and linking of ideas   

them in a sentence?  

Verbs – look at action and being verbs 
– can children identity them? Focus on 
understanding of being verbs   

the rule?  

Spelling rule – adding prefixes to root 
words – dis, mis, in,il – can children 
identify the root word? Discuss how 
spelling changes    

Week 4 & 5 
To define vocabulary linked to the 
Roman times  
 
To ask questions to aid 
understanding  

To answer questions using 
examples from the text to support 
views  

To complete accurate research by 
reading facts and selecting key 
information which is needed for an 
explanation text   

Explanation text – Cold task – review as a class 
what do they know about explanation texts – can 
they identify any features? 

Explore a model text together – can we identify 
any features? Can we replicate examples of the 
different features to add to the display? 

Children to complete research based on Roman 
slavery – can we decide the headings which we 
will research – discuss how to select information 
appropriately to include in writing  

Focus on expanding ideas from notes to 
interesting facts to create clear sections of 
writing  

Subject and verb  

Recap on the definition of verb and the 
main types of verb  

Explore different busy pictures for 
children to rehearse identifying the 
subject and the verb linked to the 
subject  

Focus on letters resting on the lines 

Use of flicks for joins - Correct letter 
formations  

Spelling rule – Prefixes – im, ir auto – 
discuss meaning of prefixes and how 
they change the meaning of the root 
words  

 

Spelling rule – prefixes – re, sub – 
discuss meaning and focus on patterns 
to aid spellings of words    

Week 6  To use a dictionary to define 
unknown words 

To identify vocabulary linked to 
the Roman times which would be 
used in writing 

To use evidence from the text to 
support answers  

Cold write – children to work as a table to share 
ideas of the features of a diary and what 
information would be included  

Read examples of model texts – can children 
identify the features  

Shared and modelled writing of each part of a 
diary to aid planning and writing of their own 
diary  

Children to write a diary based on the main 
character of the novel and his reflection on what 
has happened to him   

Introduce FANBOYS  

Explore what a conjunction is  

Explain what coordinating conjunctions 
are and what they help us to do in our 
writing  

Children to explore using and, but, or 
as conjunctions – can they use them in 
sentences? Can they use them in their 
writing?   

Focus on letters resting on the lines 

Use of flicks for joins - Correct letter 
formations  

Spelling rule – Prefixes – inter, super 
anti – can children explain the meaning 
of the different prefixes – how do they 
change the root word?  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 

 

Additional information – Drama and Speaking and Listening 
 

Week Speaking and Listening Drama 

Week 1 &2  Understand the importance of clear speech and sharing opinions – 
build on opinion of others  
Discuss why people might move from one place to another – introduce 
phrases such as I agree because…. I think that…. I don’t agree because 

Using what we know about the characters so far – discuss the voice we 
would give them – why would they sound this way? Improvise 
conversations between characters  
 

Week 3 & 4  What have the romans done for us? Discuss true and false statements 
– children to share thoughts – review how the discussion went 

Listen to tracks – can children match pictures to voices – why do they 
think they match? Rehearse with pitch and intonation 
 

Week 5 & 6   Look at image of something left behind by romans – decide three most 
important things about image – three questions to ask? Class vote 
most important questions – use questions to prompt discussion 

Children to work in groups taking on the persona of the different 
characters and discuss why they invaded and why they have a right to 
stay – perform to the class 

 
 
 


