
 
  
Reading and Phonics  
 
Reading  
 
At Silver Tree Primary School we encourage a love of books and reading. We provide the children 
with many daily opportunities to enjoy and share books with others.  
Our whole school provides the pupils with a language rich environment enabling pupils to access 
reading of different types on a daily basis.  
 
During Guided Reading sessions with a teacher, children read carefully selected books from a range of 
published reading schemes (Oxford Reading Tree, Literacy Web, Orchard Books, Heinneman 
Storyworld and Collins Big Cat Readers) matched to their current reading ability. Every child is given 
the opportunity to read the book, then they work with the teacher to develop their comprehension skills 
and discuss key features. Pupils are also given the opportunity to explore these books independently to 
enable them to practise these skills.  
 
Other reading opportunities throughout the day occur through a wide range of activities such as whole 
class ‘shared reading sessions’ focusing on a text (fiction or non-fiction), story time when books are 
shared and enjoyed, text linked to cross-curricular work and ICT. By ensuring that our children read a 
wide range of texts we are confident that we are meeting their preferred learning style.  
 
English units of work are based upon class novels. This allows for creative and meaningful delivery of 
writing, grammar and punctuation skills. 
 
Home Reading Books   
 
Children take home a range of fiction and non-fiction books from a wide range of reading schemes, the 
books are colour coded according to the ‘book band system’. This allows the children to independently 
access the books which have been carefully selected to match their current reading ability. Parents are 
requested to fill in an individual reading record daily in order to give the school feed back on their 
child’s reading progress.  
 
Phonics 
  
The phonics method of reading and spelling is taught to pupils in Foundation and Key Stage 1 in 
accordance with the Letters and Sounds document. This provides a synthetic approach to the teaching 
of phonics.  
Pupils are taught within the phase that is appropriate to their level of learning. They are assessed 
regularly and groupings are sorted accordingly. In Key Stage 1 weekly spellings are set and are tested 
in school. Spellings are based on the current weeks teaching and contain both tricky and decodable 
words.  
Parents are key partners in our approach to phonics and are invited into school during the academic 
year to take part in their child’s phonic sessions.  
All teaching and support staff have received recent training in the teaching of phonics to ensure lively, 
interactive phonic sessions that are matched to pupils needs and engage them in learning. 


